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From the
Pastor's Desk

Dear friends of FPC,

loVe

one another

Each day I come into my office, I look at my epiphany star and take a deep breath. I
look at the word "Delight" and take a few moments to remind myself of what has been
delightful since I was last in the office. Sometimes it is the incredibly large robin who
must have had a few good meals over the winter season. My delight might be from my
favorite song coming on the radio as I pull into the parking lot.

Delight is also found in the small moments that surround our grief. As we grieve the
loss of one of the dear members of our flock, we know there is still delight. I delight in
the stories I have been told about Martha. I delight in the peace of body and mind. I
ﬂeli?h‘r ir:jknowing we are cared for and worship a God who also cried over the loss of

is friends.

I described this Lenten season to a friend as "a VERY Lenten Lent." There has been
suffering and grief, quite a few tears, and a couple of sleepless nights. And yet, God is
with us through these holy Lenten moments—through the suffering and exhaustion,
Througfh the daffodils blooming, fat birds chirping, and the delight that God has in
store for us.

The sun will rise, the sun will rise. Won't you dry all your tears, lay your burden down? -
Song, The Sun Will Rise by The Brilliance

All my love,
Pastor Jo

Coffee with Pastor Jo
April 29th, 10 AM - 12 PM

Join Pastor Jo for coffee and conversation at the Kickback
Cafe on April 29th, 10 AM - 12 PM
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"HOLY WEEK
& EASTER

AT OREGON FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Palm Sunday, Sunday, April 13,
2025

10:00 am Worship and Procession
of palms

Maundy Thursday, April 17,
2025 at People’s UMC Oregon

5:30 pm Soup supper
6:30 pm Worship

Good Friday, April 18, 2025 t: )
12:00 pm Worship k

Easter Sunday, April 20, 2025
10:00 am Worship and

flowering of the cross ]‘ ‘




Christian Ed

AED and Fire Extinguisher Training
April 13 following worship

On Sunday, April 13™ there will be an Adult Education Class on
how to use our church’'s AED (Automated External Defibrillator)
and fire extinguishers. This will follow the Worship service.
AEDs are designed to be user-friendly and the class will be
geared to all levels of involvement in an emergency.

An AED works by monitoring a person's heart rhythm and gives simple
step by step verbal instructions along with colored pictures showing how
to use this life saving device. The machine NOT the individual using it
determines if a person's hearts needs to be shocked back into a life sus-
taining rhythm. You do not need a medical background to operate the
AED, and it is safe and easy to use by following the voice prompts and col-
ored diagrams. The AED also gives real time CPR feedback. If you are
interested in learning more about the AED and how it operates, stay
around for a few minutes after church for a demonstration and some
hands-on learning.

Christian Education

=y Over the past few months we have had up to 10 children in attend-

4 ance, ranging in age from newborn to ten years old. We continue

&> with our monthly Sunday School program on the third Sunday of the

% F month. On that Sunday, youth leave worship, if they choose, after
~A€e the Children's Blessing with two adults for a focused Bible lesson,

ﬁ’h"a’ craft and music. On the other Sundays, youth leave worship, if They

choose, with two adults. We read a Bible Story chosen by the kids,
sing and sign songs and activities are available to nurture their friendships.

We are returning to worship for Communion during Lent and will continue fo re-
turn to worship to celebrate Communion with our church family. The prayground in
the back of the church always has quiet activities, worship bags of activities, and
craft items available. These activities are changed on a regular basis as well.

FPC has always welcomed and valued our youth. The CE committee is always open sug-
gestions and Sunday morning volunteers. Please talk o Judy Belanus if interested.
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& Mark Your Calendars for
“Bake and Pray”

- Instead of a traditional Bible Study dur'mg Lent, we

T — will be having a weekly "Bake and Pray”. You are in-
vited to br'mg lunch or snacks on Thursdays from 12-2pm at church,. We will make
bread, pray, talk, and eat together. Pastor Jo is already checking their bread reci-
pes! Come every Thursday, or when your schedule allows, all are welcome.

\.‘XXQK’

Vacation Bible School
June 19, 9:00am—2:30pm

The date is set - Thursday, June 19, 9AM - 2:30PM - for our an-
nual Vacation Bible School! Our theme this year is The Good
Shepherd and Psalm 23. Participants should be potty trained
and through age 11. Invite your f iends and family. To register
please talk to Judy Belanus or contact the church office.

2025 Per Capita Reminder

Please remember to make your 2025 Per Capita payment of $40.00 for each
family member who is a member of our church, as your resources permit.
This is the amount we pay directly to Pr'esby'rer'y which uses $23.66,
sends $5.50 to the Synod and $10.84 to the General Assembly.

Session News—March

Approved a motion to revise the 2025 United General Mission
Pledge to reflect new recommendations from PCUSA: 20% to
General Assembly, 10% to Synod, 70% to John Knox Presbytery.

Endorsed the addition of Jeanne Neath as a member of First Presbyterian Church.
Tom Niebauer

Clerk of Session substitute for March meeting




MISSION

PPOW Delivery in March

On Friday, March 21, we served 9 PPOW families. Thanks to o
Wendy, Jess, Nancy N and Sue Mielke who packed and/or deliv- 1SR
ered! Look at all that food!

Again, the donated value eclipsed what we purchased! Donations
were $339.19; budget draw will be $279.14. The total value was
$618.33, with each family receiving $68.70. We also re- .

ceived $35O in extra cash donations deposited to our fund. The generosﬁry continues
to amaze me. THANK YOU!

PPOW Collection for April—
Toilet Paper

It may not be glamorous, like canned fruit — , but the PPOW
collection for April is toilet paper. While the goal of PPOW is to give

healthy food to our families, we also realize that there are some non —
-food necessities none of us can do without. Bring on the toilet pa- !
per! J -

Y
-

The Mission committee appreciates your donations of that "fancy"
canned fruit (compared to TP, that is.) No matter what you bring to
the donation table, we can't do it without you! Thanks!

$250 Gift from Thrivent for PPOW!

Earlier this month, Dave H and I attended the Kingdom Justice Summit, a great event
with speakers and break-out sessions. I highly recommend! Our fee was covered by a
grant through our participation in Awaken Dane.

Thrivent Financial was there and you could sign up to win a $250 gift card to support a
cause, no strings attached. A few days after, I got an email that I had won! T will be
receiving a $250 debit card to use for pantry purchases!! - Sue McGuigan
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ONEGREAT HOUR OF SHARING -

SPECIAL OFFERINGS

HUNGER »DISASTER » DEVELOPMENT

MARCH 5:- APRIL 20, 2025

One Great Hour Of Sharing
Received on Palm Sunday, April 13

Typically received during the season of Lent, and this year on Palm Sunday, April 13,
each gift fo One Great Hour of Sharing supports efforts to relieve hunger through
the Presbyterian Hunger Program, promote development through the Presbyterian
Committee on the Self-Development of People, and assist in areas of disaster
through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. All three programs work in different
ways to serve individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to
ongoing community development, their work fits together to provide people with
safety, sustenance, and hope.

We are all aware that the number of disasters is increasing, in the United States as
well as around the world. Who is there to help? The Presbyterian Disaster Assis-
tance program. Who provides, for example, safe, clean water to people in Nepal fol-
lowing a devastating earthquake? The Presbyterian Hunger Program. Who supports
women in New Mexico who work for social justice and help shape policy regarding the
people's agricultural legacy? The Self-Development of People program. These are
Jjust some examples of the good work being done by the PCUSA.

Your support of OGHS supports programs like these and many more. If we all do our
part, it adds up to a lot!
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Please give generously— OF SHARING
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White Elephant Party

Many church ladies attended our annual party on March 2nd. Yummy snacks and
tasteless gifts were enjoyed by alll

In the second picture, Wendy models her gift. A bad hair and FACE day! While this
lovely mask was in the running for the best of worst traveling trophy,

Judy triumphed for the "so creepy it's almost cute” flying fairy godmother. Be on the
lookout for next year's “special” item!
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Keeping Your Pledge Current

Talent

A rorenr

055 1) e The actual pledge amounts received during the first quarter

i were somewhat short of what was pledged during Consecra-
==~ tion Sunday. As you are able, please bring your pledged giving
- up to date during April. We will be sending you a giving re-

‘ port for the first quarter in mid-April to assist you.
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Immigration Information

POA (Power of Attorney) ASSISTANCE FOR IMMIGRANTS

People's United Methodist Church hosted a workshop Monday evening, March 24, led
by a volunteer attorney for Voces de la Frontera. We learned how to complete Pow-
er of Attorney for Finance and Power of Attorney for Parental Power forms. These
are important parts of preparing should an at-risk person or family be detained or
deported to choose someone to pay bills and/or care for children's needs. Both are
available in Spanish, and interpretation can be provided, along with a notary to wit-
ness the signatures. If you know of someone who wishes to complete these forms,
please contact Sue McGuigan.

What to do if ICE Personnel Visits FPC/AOS
This information is posted inside the main entrance door on the western door Frame
and on the bulletin in the east entrance vestibule.

Churches, schools and hospitals used to be places off limits to ICE (Immigration and
Customs Enforcement). With new executive orders issued January 20, 2025, that is
no longer the case. While FPC seems unlikely to receive a visit from ICE personnel,
we wish to be prepared. The following suggestions were from a joint webinar hosted
by WI Council of Churches and WI ACLU and approved by Session February 28,
2025.

e Stay calm, respectful and maintain composure.
e Designate a spokesperson and have only the spokesperson talk to ICE.

¢ Record the incident on a phone. Take photos and of warrants and other docu-
ments presented.

e Determine warrant type. If it is not a valid warrant, we can say we want them to
leave and can involve law enforcement. This would be an administrative warrant, of fi-
cial looking document signed by ICE agent. It MUST be Judicial, signed by US Dis-
trict Judge or US Magistrate. See examples posted.

o Ask for identification. People other than ICE can show up and attempt to act of-
ficially. You can ask them fo leave if they don't have a search warrant as the church
is private property. There is a difference between allowing ICE to come in during
church services when the building is open to the public and during off hours when
T:\e clc;ur'ch is locked. ICE does not have legal right to enter without a warrant when
closed.

e Document names and badge #s of ICE officials, perhaps with a phone, plus when
and where they came in.

e Limit ICE Movement within the building. If it is a legal warrant, it must specify
area to be searched, such as a locked, private office area and/or the name of the
person they are seeking.




Valid Search Warrant
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April 5 Kitty Montgomery
April 10 Debra marchant
April 11 Ron Clark

April 16 Rodger Engel

[ 5 C{ VL) April 18 Judy Belanus
. = ¢ April 20 Stephanie Johnson
: : April 22 Margaret Johnson &
. .Apml B"‘thdays Mark McDermid
April 1 Jim Wallace April 26 Mark Curless
April 3 Steven Gmeinder April 29 Barbara Rueth

February Financial Snapshot

First Presbyterian Church of Oregon
Monthly Financial Summary

as of February 28, 2025
Monthly Year-to-date Year-to-date
Amount Actual Budget
Pledges Committed (Annual Budget $131,230)
Operating Cash Revenue from Pledges  $ 9,685 S 14,845 S 21,872
Operating Income February YTD Actual YTD Budget
Total Income S 11,071 S 17,848 S 24,365
Deduct: Total Expenses S 16,391 S 29,717 S 32,180
Adjustments to Cash:
Add: Transfer from Reserve Funds S 9,471 S 9,471 S -
Add: Per Capita, PPOW, Worship Plate S 336 S 903 S -
Deduct: Principal Payment on Debt S 846 S 1,708 S -
Net Operating Income (Loss) ADJUSTED S 3,641 S (3,203) S (7,815)
Cash Balance-Operating Fund February Year-to-date
Beginning Balance S 525 S 7,597
Ending Balance S 4,608 S 4,608
Increase in Available Operating Funds  $ 4,084 S (2,988)

Per Capita for 2025 — The Per Capita payment for each FPC member this year is
$40.00 per person, an increase from last year. As you are able, please place your check
made out to FPC in the offering plate or mail it to the church, or you may pay via our
online giving page. Your per capita payment is much appreciated by the church and John
Knox Presbytery. 10




